Book of Revelation
29 – The Lamb, the 144,000, Three Angels

[The Lamb and the 144,000]


[14:1] Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. [2] And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, [3] and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. [4] It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, [5] and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.

[The Messages of the Three Angels]


[6] Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. [7] And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”


[8] Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”


[9] And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, [10] he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. [11] And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”


[12] Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.


[13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!
[The Harvest of the Earth]


[14] Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. [15] And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” [16] So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.


[17] Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. [18] And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” [19] So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. [20] And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Revelation 14 ESV)

1. Review

a. Chapter 12 – Introduces dragon’s war against the saints

i. Setting is heaven, earth, heaven, earth

b. Chapter 13 – Describes how dragon wages war against the saints

i. The primary setting is the earth and sea (i.e., not heaven)

ii. Dragon delegates authority and power to a beast from the sea

1. Weapon: Blasphemy against God and his servants (the 144,000)

2. Those who dwell on the earth (not God’s servants) worship the beast and the dragon

3. Given a limited time to exercise power (42 months)

4. Given permission to conquer the saints

iii. Beast from the land rises to promote the first beast

1. Has the same authority as the first beast

2. Acts as a prophet/witness for the first beast

3. Causes an image to be made of the first beast and makes it appear it is alive

4. Given permission to kill saints

5. Marks those not already sealed with God’s seal

iv. Exhortations from John

1. “If anyone has an ear, let him hear… Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints”

2. “This calls for wisdom… the number of the beast… is 666”

v. The dragon and the two beasts represent a counterfeit of God, the Lamb, and the 144,000 (God’s servants, his Church, the Great Multitude, the slain saints)


2. Revelation 14 in brief
a. Setting returns to heaven
i. Characters: the Lamb, the 144,000

b. Angels come from heaven with messages

i. Messages are for “those who dwell on earth” which encompass “every nation and tribe and language and people”

c. A voice from heaven

i. Message is for the saints

ii. Begins with John’s commentary: “Here is a call for the endurance of the saints…”

d. Beings appear from heaven to “harvest” the earth

i. This chapter appears to be another description of judgment

ii. There seems to be a delineation (again) between God’s servants and those who are not, with judgment only directly applicable to those who are not

e. Words, phrases, and imagery echo back to parallels already seen in Revelation
i. Rather than taking Revelation 14 as something completely new, we ought to see how it fills in the earlier scenes and leads us to a better understanding of what has already been shown
ii. When we see parallels with earlier scenes, we should continue to use the same interpretations unless a new one is clearly warranted

3. Parallel structure of Revelation 14
a. The first section describing the Lamb and the 144,000 (v1-5) seems to be deliberately paralleled with the remainder of the chapter (v6ff)
	V1-5
	V6ff

	The 144,000
	Those who dwell on earth

	144,000 have God’s name written on their foreheads
	Those who dwell on earth have beast’s mark on forehead or hand (the mark is its name)

	144,000 sing songs of praise
	Those who dwell on earth experience torment 

	144,000 are sexually pure
	Those who dwell on earth are sexually immoral

	144,000 follow the Lamb
	Angels proclaim messages about false worship, which those who dwell on earth have done (c.f., Rev 13:4, 8, 15)

	144,000 have been redeemed from the earth
	Beings from heaven sent to reap the earth

	144,000 have been redeemed from “every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages” (c.f., 7:9)
	Those who dwell on earth are from “every nation and tribe and language and people”

	144,000 are firstfruits
	Those who dwell on earth are grapes

	Saints are granted rest (v13)
	Those who dwell on earth have no rest from torment


4. Previous interpretations of several key phrases
	Sexual immorality
	Not to be understood literally. It is giving in to pressure from and conforming to the powers of the world.

	Those who dwell on earth
	Those who have rejected God; those who will not repent; those who worship the dragon and the beast; those who are marked with the beast’s name and number

	The 144,000 (and by inference, those who dwell in heaven, at least in part)
	God’s servants; the Great Multitude; saints slain, crying under the altar; sealed with God’s name

	Heaven, earth, sea
	Ancient conception of the entirety of the universe

	Babylon, wine of passion, immorality 
	Letter to Thyatira: Jezebel, seduction, immorality


5. The Passage
a. Mount Zion (v1)
i. Only reference in Revelation; a place that receives special blessings from God; a place that is often part of OT prophetic texts

ii. Symbolic reference; not to be associated literally with Jerusalem
b. The 144,000 (v1-5)

i. Picks up the scene from chapter 7 (sealing of 7:3)

ii. Name on foreheads recalls conquerors at Philadelphia (3:12)

1. Identifies belonging and protection

iii. Blameless and no lie found, in contrast with the counterpart, the second beast, the false prophet

c. The setting of v1-5

i. Mount Zion, Lamb, the 144,000, throne, four living creatures, [twenty-four] elders, hymns of praise ( all point to heavenly scene from earlier chapters

d. The three angels (v6-11)
i. Carries messages of judgment

1. Warning or declaration?

2. Keep in mind Revelation is not addressing individuals but groups, organizations, systems

ii. First angel

1. Eternal gospel

2. What is the meaning of “gospel”?

a. Salvation or judgment?

b. Gospel ( good news; but good for whom?

i. Recipients of the message, or those who are being oppressed by the recipients?

c. Those who might respond positively, or to those (God’s servants) who are being oppressed (by the world)?

3. “Those who dwell on the earth” already (and will continue to be) depicted as not repenting, in spite of what they see and experience (9:20-21; 16:10-11, 21; c.f., 6:15-17; 11:13)

4. “Heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water” 

a. Reference to creation and Creator (c.f., 10:6); God as sovereign over all of creation

b. Reference to fourth commandment in Exodus 20 version (Ex 20:11) 

5. Describes proper and improper response/worship to God

iii. Second angel

1. First use of “Babylon” but figures prominently in upcoming chapters
2. “Wine of passion” contrasts with God’s “wine of wrath”

3. Raises a number of questions but defers answers until future scenes

a. Who is Babylon? Why is Babylon important? What does it mean for it to be “fallen”? Why has it fallen? Etc.

4. Image connection with Jezebel of letter to Thyatira (2:18-28)

a. Letter to Thyatira center of the Seven Letters and longest of them ( Pointing to its importance among the seven

b. Perhaps letter to Thyatira is a condensed summary of what we are currently reading

iv. Third angel

1. Proclaims judgment upon those who worship the first beast
a. Those who had been drinking the wine of impure passion

b. Now given wine of wrath to drink

i. Wine usually diluted, but wine of wrath undiluted

ii. Drinking from cup of God’s wrath a common OT image of judgment (Isa 51:17, 22; Jer 25:15-17)

2. Tormented with fire and sulfur

a. OT image of judgment (e.g., Sodom and Gomorrah; Isa 30:33; Ezek 38:22)

b. Echoes earlier scenes in Rev (9:5, locusts that torment; 11:10, two prophets had tormented those who dwell on the earth)

3. Forever and ever
a. Earlier judgments were of limited scope

b. Forever (aion), where we get eon, meaning a long period of time, but usually not eternal

i. Can be interpreted either as “eternal” or “until the period of judgment is complete”

e. John’s commentary and exhortation (v12)

i. John’s third “call” (c.f., 13:10, 18)

ii. As in 13:10 the call is for “endurance”

iii. As in 12:17 saints characterized as “those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus [Gk., the faith of Jesus]” (14:12)

1. 12:17 and 14:12 only places where “commandments of God” are mentioned

2. Keeping the commandments is a reference back to 1:3, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”

3. The faith of Jesus is reference back to letter to Pergamum (2:13), “I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.”
iv. Message: The saints will be called upon to remain committed to the Lamb and not accommodate to any of the beasts’ demands regardless of the pressure they exert
f. A voice from heaven (v13)
i. Important message whenever voice from heaven occurs in Revelation

ii. Message to the saints, a message of assurance and vindication

iii. Death not literal, physical death (as has been the case throughout)

1. One way to look at this is to see it as death to (rejection of) accommodating the demands of the world

2. By no longer feeling the need to fit in with the world, saints can “rest”

a. In contrast to the ones with the mark of the beast, for whom there is no rest

g. Harvest of the earth (v14ff)

i. Two harvests: grain (v14-16) and grapes (v17-20)

ii. Two harvests picturing single event (c.f., Joseph’s dreams; Joel 3:13)
iii. Disagreement as to who is wielding the sickle
1. First vision shows someone “like a son of man”; second vision shows “another angel”

2. Jesus or an angel?

3. “Like a son of man” could simply mean a being with a human appearance, or it could mean Jesus

4. Both beings are commanded to reap by yet another angel

a. Could Jesus be commanded by an angel

b. Perhaps the words are declarations and not necessarily commands

5. Description of first reaper resembles Jesus

6. Maybe there are two beings that reap as part of single harvest event

a. Both Jesus and angel(s) take part in the judgment

iv. Grain harvest as metaphor of judgment (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43; c.f., Mark 4:29)
v. Vineyard and grapes frequently represents Israel in OT

1. Image of treading winepress as judgment (Isa 63:3)

vi. Treading the winepress outside the city, a contrast to the nations trampling the holy city (11:2)

1. Reversal: those who trampled God’s property and people and now being trampled

vii. The “city” of 14:20 is the holy city of God

1. Those inside are protected (saints)

2. Those outside are judged (everyone else)

viii. Blood flowed; 1,600 stadia
1. Image from Isa 63:6

2. 1,600 stadia = 180 miles ( not literal; to be understood as signifying the completeness of judgment (c.f., forever and ever)

6. Summary

Reading the New Testament - Revelation
14:1-20 brings together important elements from John's second "in the Spirit" experience (4:1-11:19) and his visions of the first two signs in heaven (12:1-13:8). In the face of the judgment of God, 4:1-11:19 introduced the reader to the Lamb, who has taken control over that judgment (5:5-7), and to those whom he has ransomed (5:9-10), who will not be harmed in any way by it (7:1-17). Over against them is the rest of mankind, who have everything to fear in the face of judgment (6:15-17), yet refuse to repent (9:20-21; cf. 11:3-10). The time for judgment has drawn near (6:12-14; 8:1-9:19; 11:15-19). 14:7 affirms that the hour of judgment has now come (cf. 14:8-9), and several pictures of that judgment follow (14:8, 9-11, 14-16, 17-20). John's vision of the first two signs in heaven gave a distinctive theological slant to what has gone before. The Lamb's victory is, in fact, a victory over the dragon (12:1-9), who has lost his right to accuse the Lamb's followers at the judgment (12:10-11). The dragon's response is to take revenge on the Church (12:13-17). He empowers two accomplices to deceive the world – that is why they do not repent – and, if possible, the followers of the Lamb (13:1-18). The stark contrast between the fate of the followers of the Lamb (14:1-5, 13) and that of the followers of the beast (14:9-11) brings home to the reader the question that is central to the entire book – Whom will you worship (14:12)?


a. Description of two sides of God’s judgment
b. Individuals belong to one or the other – no sitting on the fence

c. Three angels proclaim a description of judgment upon the systems of the world

i. Systems will not repent (i.e., change)

1. Primary application of the proclamations

2. Systems of the world cannot be redeemed (political, economic, social, religious, entertainment)

3. Babylon frequently limited to religio-political sense, but could it encompass everything Rome had to offer?

ii. What about individuals? Perhaps in this sense the three angels’ proclamations are a type of warning that individuals can heed.
1. Secondary application

iii. Perhaps another application, more relevant than (ii) and a direct consequence of (i)

1. Temptation for Christians to accommodate so they become part of the system, and by doing so, becoming an agent of change from within

a. Does not mean individual Christians cannot work and serve within systems of the world

b. Rather Christianity, as an organized bloc, attempting to influence worldly systems

2. Revelation says that will never happen
3. The principles that govern worldly systems will always infect the church if the church accommodates or seeks to become influential through worldly systems
d. Judgment will be thorough and complete

i. Jesus himself will see to that

e. Saints are those who endure by holding to the promised vindication and deliverance found in Revelation because they know it is true because Jesus is faithful 

i. Saints have nothing to fear – they can rest

